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God wants to increase our skill in prayer, not just our time in prayer.  The word of 
the Lord says the people of God will be a Houses of Prayer.  It takes skill to build 
a house: from preparing the ground to lay the foundation, laying the foundation, 
and building the frame on the foundation.  It takes many contractors to build a 
house.  Skill requires discerning the voice of God, understanding the voice of 
God, and communicating the message of God.  Prayer takes skill. 
 
It takes skill to scale the walls of the enemy. 
 
WE PRAY WHAT GOD TELLS US TO PRAY THROUGH HIS WORD BY HIS SPIRIT 
 
Matthew 18:18-20 - 18 "Assuredly, I say to you, whatever you bind (restrain, restrict) on 
earth will be bound (shall have already been bound) in heaven, and whatever you loose 
on earth will be loosed in heaven (shall have already be loosed). 19 "Again I say to you 
that if two of you agree on earth concerning anything that they ask, it will be done for 
them by My Father in heaven. 20 "For where two or three are gathered together in My 
name, I am there in the midst of them."  
 
1 John 5:14-15 - Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything 
according to His will, He hears us (He will respond). 15 And if we know that He hears us, 
whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him. 
  
 
We can stand with God on earth and echo what He has decreed in Heaven on 
earth.  We echo what we hear in the atmosphere and the spirit of the Lord 
restrains or loosens what is said.  We have been given the privilege to hear what 
is coming from Heaven. 
He (Jesus) heals those oppressed (harshly treated) by diabolical powers and 
cures those that are under the abuse of authority coming through the devil.  
 
John 12:49 -50 – "For I have not spoken on My own authority; but the Father who sent 
Me gave Me a command, what I should say and what I should speak. 50 "And I know 
that His command is everlasting life. Therefore, whatever I speak, just as the Father has 
told Me, so I speak." 
 (Joh 12:49 NKJ) 
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Jesus says, “I have not spoken on my own.  God has commanded me what to say 
and how to say it.  I speak exactly what the Father has told me say.”  
 
Deuteronomy 18:18 - I will raise up for them a Prophet like you from among their 
brethren, and will put My words in His mouth, and He shall speak to them all that I 
command Him. 
  
John 5:19 - Then Jesus answered and said to them, "Most assuredly, I say to you, the 
Son can do nothing of Himself, but what He sees the Father do; for whatever He does, 
the Son also does in like manner.  
 
Prayer is the place where we see, discern, hear what the Father is saying and 
commanding.  
 
John 7:16 - So Jesus told them, "My message is not my own; it comes from God who 
sent me. 
  
John 8:26-28  - "I have many things to say and to judge concerning you, but He who 
sent Me is true; and I speak to the world those things which I heard from Him." 27 They 
did not understand that He spoke to them of the Father. 28 Then Jesus said to them, 
"When you lift up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am He, and that I do nothing 
of Myself; but as My Father taught Me, I speak these things. 
 
John 14:10 - Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and the Father in Me? The 
words that I speak to you I do not speak on My own authority; but the Father who dwells 
in Me does the works.  
 
John 17:8,14 - For I have given to them the words which You have given Me; and they 
have received them, and have known surely that I came forth from You; and they have 
believed that You sent Me. 14 I have given them Your word; and the world has hated 
them because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world.  
 
1 Peter 2:21-25 - For God called you to do good, even if it means suffering, just as 
Christ suffered for you. He is your example, and you must follow in his steps. 22 He 
never sinned, nor ever deceived anyone. 23 He did not retaliate when he was insulted, 
nor threaten revenge when he suffered. He left his case in the hands of God, who 
always judges fairly. 24 He personally carried our sins in his body on the cross so that 
we can be dead to sin and live for what is right. By his wounds you are healed. 25 Once 
you were like sheep who wandered away. But now you have turned to your Shepherd, 
the Guardian of your souls. 
 
Acts 10:38 - And you know that God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit 
and with power. Then Jesus went around doing good and healing all who were 
oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 
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Jesus went about healing those who are sick and oppressed of the devil. 
The word is like a hammer that breaks rocks 
The Word of God is a fire 
The Word of God is a sword 
 
2 Corinthians 10:3-5 - For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the 
flesh. 4 For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down 
strongholds, 5 casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the 
knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ. 
 
How do we pray with skill?  In the spirit, we must be willing to be submissive to 
God.  It is voluntary.  Here is the strategy:  We bring every thought captive, that 
idea that my voice is equal to God’s voice, I bring that into captivity.  We avenge 
disobedience, we do it through our obedience.  God is telling us to turn, to 
repent.  After you have the will of God, you will receive the promise of God. 
 
What is a stronghold: the understandings that goes against what God has to say 
about a thing. 
 
Prayer is seeing and hearing.  We say only what the Father commands us to 
speak. 
 
 
Prayer Targets 
 
God, help us to realize when we are living out of the fleshly part of our lives. 
We trust You, God, for divine intervention. 
We stand against the spirit of disobedience. 
Release angels to those who would become heirs of salvation. 
We pray that leaders, heads of states have divine encounters with You. 
Grant us your divine favor and insight. 
May be found faithful to You and give our lives for the advancement of the Gospel 
and not just for the advancement of our lifestyles. 
Let this be a time of Jubilee during this time of reckoning. 
Put in the hearts of people to do the right thing. 
Rebuild our economic system. 
Pray for the invasion of the Holy Spirit to pull back the covers so the truth is 
revealed. 
We decree that God is releasing grace and peace. 
Holy Spirit give us a fresh new anointing about who Jesus really is and who the 
Church really is. 
 
We have the victory!! 
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NOTE:  Bishop Green added this discussion after the completion of our prayer 
call. Enjoy! 

 
Paul admitted that some in the church at Ephesus were formerly children of 
disobedience (verse 3 and following) and how God in His mercy saved them, raised 
them up, and made them to be seated in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus. Their salvation 
was effectuated after they heard the gospel- the Word of Truth — Eph. 1:13.  
 
Also, they were saved in order that God might show them the exceeding riches of His 
grace and kindness in the ages to come. Later in Ephesians, chapter 2, Paul points out 
they had formerly been strangers and aliens without hope and without Christ, but now in 
being saved they have been brought near by the blood of the cross.  
 
The purpose for them to be brought near was so that the desire and determination of 
God to have one new corporate man or humanity would be fulfilled.  All of this would be 
possible only by grace through faith in Christ.  
 
However, the Word of Truth coupled with the affirming witness and work of the Holy 
Spirit would facilitate this unique and essential new creation. No longer are they 
strangers, foreigners, and far off, they are now near (close, intimate, covenant) 
members of the household of faith, citizens of the Kingdom, a corporate habitation of 
God.  
 
The Word of Truth under the anointing of the Holy Spirit announced and effectuated this 
desire and determination of God in the lives of those who were made certain and 
believed (trusted). Thus, the Word declared the settled decree of God.  
They (members of the church at Ephesus) believed God and His Word and so they 
were saved. No longer were they under the dominion of the prince of the power of the 
air (the devil) as they had been formerly. No longer were they children of disobedience.  
 
In Ephesians, chapter 3, Paul goes deeper by unveiling the source of this message 
(Word), his delegated authority, his stewardship and more.  So, like Paul, we as 
believers have a joint role in the heavenlies as proclaimers of the manifold wisdom of 
God to principalities and powers.  
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As you recall, he prays more here and moves into what for us is chapters 4-6 to deal 
with the practical out working of this eternal purpose of God in our lives.   
 
Eph 4:7-16 & 6:14 point out the role of God’s truth with respect to the newness of life 
they and we have.  
 
My intended point was to show how the truth of God is penetrating, convincing, and 
prevailing against a spirit of disobedience. That through the proper understanding 
gained from God in prayer, we can echo His settled decrees on earth and see people 
freed or liberated from the spirit at work in the earth to keep them imprisoned in 
disobedience (Ephesians 2:2 — “a refusal to be persuaded” and 2nd Corinthians 10:3-6 
— “hearing amiss or as one alongside or equal in authority”).  
 
The Word declares that as we obey (hear as one under authority and are willfully 
submissive — and thus following through as commanded) disobedience is punished or 
avenged.  
 
So, in prayer tonight,  I was trying to lead us to be a bit more skillful in opposing the 
prevalence of disobedience in the Church and among outsiders via our repentance and 
later through echoing God’s Word and Will regarding those in disobedience.  
 
I wanted to deal more with the responsibility and practical tactics and admonitions we 
have to let the Word of Christ dwell richly in us (Colossians 3:6-17) and prayer enabled 
by the Spirit (1st Cor 14:13-15; Jude 1:20-25).  
 
These aspects are viably and essentially related to skillful (wise, effective) prayer 
(conversing and communing with God) and ministry in God. 
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